
How much time does it take to complete a
 micro-credential? 
The time it takes to earn a micro-credential depends 
on the amount of time it takes the earner to 
demonstrate the competency. Validating an existing 
skill may take less time than learning and demonstrating a 
new skill. Micro-credentials also vary in “grain size” or the number 
of tasks the earner is asked to complete, so the time requirement may vary 
from a few days to a few weeks. Some micro-credential vendors provide a 
window, usually a calendar school year, to complete a micro-credential. 

Will I receive professional development credit for earning a 
micro-credential? 
The Division of Elementary and Secondary Education encourages 
the use of micro-credentials as professional learning to support 
a teacher’s professional growth plan and target growth goals. 
As with all professional development, teachers should seek 
approval from his or her administrator before earning a 
micro-credential and determine an appropriate amount of 
professional development credit. 

    How much do micro-credentials  
cost? 
The cost of micro-credentials also varies, 
depending on the issuer. Some micro-
credentials are free, some require a small 
fee for assessment, and others are a set 
price based on the   company’s business 
model which typically includes coaching 
support and feedback from assessors. 
Micro-Credentials currently offered 
through ArkansasIDEAS are free of charge.

Does DESE pay for micro-credentials? 
Any cost associated with 
micro-credentials is like the  cost 

associated with other types  of professional 
learning. Sometimes districts or building  

     administrators may elect to cover the cost of 
   micro-credentials to provide teachers with a learning 

  experience targeted at a specific area of school improvement 
          or student achievement. DESE sometimes provides grant 

    opportunities through Educational School Cooperatives that cover 
  the cost of micro-credentials approved for licensure designations 
on the Career Continuum. Usually, however, the cost of 
micro-credentials is the responsibility of the educator. 

Can I complete a micro-credential instead of taking the Praxis exam required 
for my specific licensure area? 
Teachers working under a provisional license who score within two Standard 
Errors of Measure (SEM) from the score approved by the State Board of 
Education can earn a DESE approved micro-credential to supplement the 
Praxis score. Teachers seeking elementary (K-6) licensure must supplement 
each subtest for which the passing score has not been earned with a 
separate micro-credential. After successful completion of the 
micro-credential(s), the teacher will be issued a standard Arkansas 
teaching license. The micro-credential option does not apply to 
endorsement areas added after a teacher receives an initial standard
license. Click here for more information.

What is the “ADE approved micro-credential” I need to 
complete if I have a master’s degree?

         Teachers who have a master’s degree in an initial licensure area may 
        complete a micro-credential to earn the Master Professional 
        designation. A master’s degree in Educational Leadership or a Master’s 
        of Art in Teaching do not meet the requirements for this pathway. 
        Currently, teachers purchase the approved micro-credential from an 
       outside provider. Click here for more information. 

What is a micro-credential? 
A micro-credential is a competency-based certification of a dis-
crete skill. Micro-credentials are not bound to “seat time” 
requirements like many forms of professional learning, but 
rather micro-credentials are professional learning embedded 
into the day-to-day clinical application of the earner’s work 
setting making them personalized, self-directed, and self-paced. 

How do I earn a micro-credential? 
An earner will select a micro-credential based on the specific skill he or she 
wishes to demonstrate. The micro-credential describes the exact skills the 
earner will demonstrate, the tasks the earner will complete, and the artifacts 
the earner will submit as evidence that the skill has been mastered through the 
completion of those tasks. The micro-credential includes basic information the 
earner will need to know as well as links to scholarly research, peer reviewed 
articles, and classroom friendly resources that allow the learner to go as deeply  

into the topic as he or she wishes. After the submitted 
      tasks have been evaluated by an assessor, the 

    earner receives feedback asking for clarification 
              or additional evidence or congratulating

the earner for successful completion of the 
micro-credential. 
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